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They are generally below the average stature, though some of 
the men are about five feet ten inches in height, and all are plump 
and solidly built. Their muscular development is astonishing, con- 
cealed as it is under the covering of blubber which they possess, in 
common with the seal, the walrus and the bear. 

These children of nature have no depraved habits, no stimulants, 
no narcotics, no slow poisoning; or, in one word, no medicine. 

They practise no mutilation. Their diseases are principally 
rheumatism and lung and bronchial troubles. 

Contrasting these uncontaminated people with their relations in 
South Greenland, protected though these have been by the vigilance 
of the Danish Government, Mr. Peary hopes that they may be left 
in peace to live out the part appointed them by the Creator, undis- 
turbed by efforts to understand the white man's ideas of God, of 
right and of morality. 

Mr. Peary wins his reader from the beginning, with the direct- 
ness and the unstudied flow of his story, already familiar in outline 
to geographers throughout the world, but set before them now 
afresh with the earnestness and the vitality of a sustained purpose. 

His exploration of the Greenland ice-cap, with all its peculiar 
conditions, was a new contribution to the knowledge of the Arctic, 
and a ehapter added to the history of heroic endeavour. It is not to 
be thought that he has said his last word ; but whatever may be the 
outcome of the years before him, his place is already won among 

the simply great, the 

strong in will 
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield. 

Physiography for Beginners, and Physiography for Advanced Students. 
A. T. Simmons, The Macmillan Co., 1897. 

The two books whose titles are given above have to do with 
physiography in the English and not the American sense. They 
are thus largely devoted to the elements of physics and chemistry, 
.to mathematical and astronomical geography, and very different in 
character from our better text books in geography for secondary 
schools that we have in this country. They are neither of them 
available for students use in this country, because too inclusive, 
and because much of the subject matter would here be given in 
elementary courses in other subjects. 

They are, however, both very suggestive to a teacher, and well 
worthy of adoption as reference books. The experiments are well 
selected, and the diagrammatic illustrations very suggestive and to 
the point. In some cases the arrangement and plan of development 
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might well be questioned as to the pedagogical value. For instance, 
a much better treatment of the ocean currents would be to give 
first the paths of the currents as they must be in a general way on 
a rotary globe, with the axis inclined 23^ degrees. The actual 
condition in each ocean could then be compared with the conditions 
determined by the position of the planet in space, and thus each 
ocean would not be a unit. In the same way we miss the more 
scientific classification of winds as given in our better text books, 
and the more modern conception of that difficult problem of the 
" tide opposite the moon." 

The books are much more mathematical and exact than the 
books of a similar character with which we are familiar, and might 
be made the basis for some very carefully planned and accurate 
laboratory work in the field they cover. We wish that some of the 
manner of treatment adopted by Mr. Simmons might be followed 
more extensively with us. R. E. D. 

Geography in the Educational System of Great Britain. 

In 1885, Dr. J. Scott Keltie, now Secretary of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society of London, and editor of the Geographical Journal, 
presented to the Council of the Society a very full and careful 
report on the position of geography in the educational system of 
Great Britain. This report marked a great step in advance in geog- 
raphy teaching in Great Britain, and has been the ultimate reference 
book on the subject since. 

At the Toronto meeting of the British Association in 1897, a 
committee of six presented a long report, based on Dr. Keltie's 
earlier labors, and bringing the matter of geography in education 
up to date. The report was mainly prepared by the Secretary of 
the Committee, Mr. Andrew J. Herbertson, of Heriot-Watt College, 
Edinburgh, and deserves careful reading by all interested in the 
subject. It covers 38 pages in the report of the British Associa- 
tion for 1897. 

The report considers the subject of geography in all grades of 
educational work, and contains illustrations of syllabi and exam- 
ination papers. It is very interesting to note that one of the gen- 
eralizations made by the Committee is in reference to the failure of 
most pupils to gain knowledge of geographical principles from their 
school work. This failure is unfortunately very widely true in this 
country also. R. E. D. 



